IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A railing comprising: upright laterally spaced upright 
posts, a top rail extended between and connected to said posts, a bottom rail located below the 
top rail and extended between and connected to said posts, a plurality of laterally spaced upright 
spindles extend between said top and bottom rails, first ball knobs, first fasteners attaching the 
first ball knobs to the top rail, second ball knobs, second fasteners attaching the second ball 
knobs to the bottom rail in general vertical alignment with the first ball knobs, said spindles 
having opposite ends with inside walls located in telescopic relation with the first and second ball 

knobs thereby anchoring the spindles on the rails;^ a first 5;par.er lonateH between the first hall 
knobs and the top rail^ said first spacer comprising a first plate l ocated in engagement with the 
top rail between said posts^ sa id first fasteners retaining the first spacer in engagement with the 
top rail and connecting the first hall knnhs to the top rail^ and a second spacer located between 
the second hall knobs and the bottom rail^ said second spacer comprising a second plate located 
in engagement with the bottom rail between said posts^ said sec ond fasteners retaining the second 
spacer in engagement with the bottom rail and connecting the second hall knobs to the bottom 

rail. 

2-3 (Canceled). 

4. (Currently Amended) The railing of Claim 3 wherein Claim 1 wherein- the first 
and second plates have laterally spaced holes for the first and second fasteners thereby laterally 
spacing the adjacent first ball knobs and the adjacent second ball knobs and the adjacent spindles. 

5. (Currently Amended) The railing of Claiiu 2 wherein: e ach of the first and 

second spacers aie generally circulai ' disks A railing comprising: upright laterally spaced npright 
posts^ a to p rail extended between and co nnected to said posts^ a botto m rail located below the 
top rail and extende d between and connected to said posts^ a plurality of laterally spaced upright 
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.<;pinHles fixtended between said top and hnttnm raik^ first hall knnh<i^ first fasteners flttaohing thp 
first hall knohs to the top rail^ semnd hall knnhs^ second fasteners attaching the semnd hall 
knnhs to the hnttnm rail in general vertical alignment with the first hall knohs^ said spindles 
having nppnsite ends with inside walls located in telescnpic relatinn with the first and secnnd hall 
knohs therehy anchoring the .spindles on the rails^ first <^pacer.s comprising gener;^l]y circular first 
disks located between the first hall knnhs and the top rail spacing the first hall knnhs and spindles 
frnm the tnp rail^ said first fasteners retaining the first disks in engagement with the tnp rail and 
cnnnecting the first hall knnhs tn the tnp rail^ and secnnd spacers cnmprising generally circular 
secnnd di sks Incated between the secnnd hall knnhs and the hnttnm rail spacing the secnnd disks 
and spind les frnm the hnttnm rail^ and secnnd fasteners retaining the secnnd disks in engagement 
with the hnttnm rail and cnnnecting the secnnd hall knnhs tn the hnttnm rail. 

6. (Original) The railing of Claim 1 wherein: said spindles are linear tubes 
having open opposite ends telescoped in tight fit engagement around the first and second ball 
knobs. 

7. (Currently Amended) The railing of Claim 6 wherein: said tubes have mi inside 
wall, said inside wall having said inside walls nf the spindles have inwardly directed projections 
engageable with the first and second ball knobs to inhibit rotation of the spindles relative to the 
first and second knobs. 

8. (Original) The railing of Claim 1 wherein: each of said first and second ball 
knobs have a spherical body having an annular convex side wall located in a tight fiictional 
contact with an inside wall of the spindle. 

9. (Original) The railing of Claim 8 wherein: said convex side wall includes a 
plurality of spaced circumferential outwardly extended continuous ribs located in bias contact 
with said inside wall of the spindle. 
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1 0. (Currently Amended) The railing of Claim 1 wherein riaim S whprpin - each of 
said first and second ball knobs have outwardly extended annular ribs located in tight friction 
contact with an inside wall of one of the spindle spinHle<; 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The railing of Claim 1 wherein: said spindles aie lineai 
tubes having open opposite ends and an inside wall, said insid e wall liaving Claim S wherein- 
said inside walls of the spindles have inwardly directed projections, and said first and second 
knobs having circumferential outwardly directed annular ribs, said projections being engageable 
with said ribs to inhibit rotations of the spindles relative to the first and second knobs. 

12. (Currently Amended) A railing comprising: a top rail, a bottom rail located 
below the top rail, a plurality of laterally spaced upright spindles extend between said top and 
bottom rails, first ball knobs, first fasteners attaching the first ball knobs to the top rail, second 
ball knobs, second fasteners attaching the second ball knobs to the bottom rail in general vertical 
alignment with the first ball knobs, said spindles having opposite ends with inside walls located 
in telescopic relation with the first and second ball knobs thereby anchoring the spindles on the 

rails, a first spacer comprising a first plate located in engagement with the top rail sparing the 
first hall knnhs and spindle from the top rail^ said first fasteners retai ning the first plate in 
engagement with the top rail and connecting the first hall knohs to the top rail^ a second spacer 
comprising a second plate located in eng agement with the bottom rail spacing the second hall 
knohs and spindle from the bottom rail^ said second fasteners retaining the second plate in 
engagement with the bottom rail anH connecting the second hall knohs to the bottom rail 

13-14. (Canceled). 

15. (Currently Amended) The railing of ria i m M where i n Claim 17 wherein - the 

first and second plates have laterally spaced holes for the first and second fasteners thereby 
laterally spacing the adjacent first ball knobs and the adjacent second ball knobs and spindle the 

4 



16. (Currently Amended) The railing of Claiixi 14 wherein: each of tlie first and 

second pacers are generally c.iiiiiilar disfcy; A railing r.rimpri5;ing - a top rail^ a hottom rail InrateH 
below the top rail^ a plurality of laterally spaced upri ght s;pindlpR pvfpndfid between f;aid top and 
bottom railSj first ball knobs, first fasteners; attaching the first hall knoKs to the top rail^ seeond 
ball knobs, second fasteners attaching the second hall knobs to the bottom rail in general vertical 
alignment with the first ball knobs, said spindles having opposite ends with insid e walls located 
in telescopic relation with the first and second ball knobs thereb y anchoring the spindles on the 
rails, first spacers comprising generally circular first disks locat ed in engagement with the top rail 
spacing the first ball knobs from the top rail^ said first fasteners retaining the first disks in 
engagement with the top rail and connecting the first hall knobs t o the top rail^ second spacers 
comprising generally circular second disks located in engagement with the bottom rail^ said 
second fasteners retaining the second disks in engagement with the bottom rail and connecting 
the second ball knobs to the bottom rail 

17. (Currently Amended) The railing of Cla i m 1 2 wh e rein Tlaim 1 6 wherein - said 

spindles are linear tubes having open opposite ends telescoped in tight fit engagement around the 
first and second ball knobs. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The railing of Claim 1 7 wherein: said tubes have an inside 

wall, said inside wall having Claim 16 wherein- said inside walls of said spindles have inwardly 

directed projections engageable with the first and second ball knobs to inhibit rotation of the 
spindles relative to the first and second knobs. 

19. (Currently Amended) The railing of Claim 12 wherehi Claim 16 wherein - each of 
said first and second ball knobs have a spherical body having an annular convex side wall located 
in a tight frictional contact with an inside wall of the spindle. 
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20. (Currently Amended) The railing of Claim 19 wherein: said convex side wall 
includes a plurality of laterally spaced circumferential and outwardly extended continuous 
annular ribs located in bias contact with said inside wall of the spindle. 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) The railing of Claim 12 wherein riaim 16 wherein - each of 
said first and second ball knobs have outwardly extended annular ribs located in tight friction 
contact with an inside wall of the spindle. 

22. (Currently Amended) The railing of Claim 12 wherein: said spindle ai ' c lincai ' 
tubes having open opposit e ends and an inside wall, sa i d inside wall having riaim 16 wherein- 
said inside walls nf the spindles have inwardly directed projections, said first and second knobs 
having circumferential outwardly directed ribs, said projections being engageable with ribs to 
inhibit rotation of the spindles relative to the first and second knobs. 

23. (Currently Amended) In combination: a tube having an open end and inside 
cylindrical wall, and a ball knob adapted to be secured to a support, said open end of the tube 

being telescoped ai - ound in tight fi t rela t ionships w it h the hall knnl) said hall knoh nompri^ing a 
spherical body having an annular convex curved side wall^ a hole evtendeH throngh the hoHy for 
accommodating a fastener to secure the knoh to a snppnrf^ and a ph irality nf laterally spaeeH and 
outwardly extended continuous annular rihs on the annular conv ey curved side wall of the hody^ 
said open end of the tube being telescoped around the conve y cnrved side wall with the annular 
ribs biased into engagement with the inside wall of the tnhe 

24. (Canceled). 

25. (Currently Amended) The combination of Claim 24 wherein Claim ?^ wherein - 
the body is a one-piece plastic member. 

26. (Currently Amended) The combination of Claim 24 wh e rein: t lie t op surface is a 

flat circulai ' sm facej and the bo t tom surface nf t he hndy is Claim 91 wherein: the body has a flat 
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Circnlar top SlirfaCf; and a flat circular hnttom surface^ said hole evtftnHpH hptwpp n ^nrfarpg 

27. (Canceled). 

28. (Original) The combination of Claim 23 wherein: the body is a truncated 
spherical member. 

29. (Canceled). 

30. (Currently Amended) The combination of Claim 29 wherein: Haim 71 wherein- 
the body has a top surface, said annular convex curved side wall has an outwardly curved 
annular [[shape]] portion extended downwardly from the top surface of the ball knob body to 

said annular rihg 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) A ball knob for anchoring a tube having an inside wall to a 
support comprising: a spherical body having a top surface, a bottom surface, and an annular 

convex curved side wall, a plurality of laterally sparer! and oiitwarrlly extenHeH mntinnons 
annular ribs on the annular convex curved side wall of the hoHy ad apted to he located in biasing 

engagement with the inside wall of the tnhe^ and a hole in the body extended between said top 
and bottom surfaces for accommodating a fastener to secure the knob to a support the support 

32. (Original) The ball knob of Claim 3 1 wherein: the body is a one-piece plastic 
member. 

33. (Original) The ball knob of Claim 3 1 wherein: the top surface is a flat 
circular surface. 

34. (Original) The ball knob of Claim 3 1 wherein: the bottom surface of the 
body is a flat circular surface. 

35. (Original) The bal knob of Claim 3 1 wherein: the body is a truncated 
spherical member. 

36-37. (Canceled). 
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38. (Currently Amended) The ball knob of Claim 3 1 wherein: said annular convex 
curved side wall has an outwardly curved aimular [[shape]] portion extended downwardly from 

the top surface of the body toward siaiH annular rihs. 

39. (Canceled). 

40. (New) A ball knob for anchoring a tube having an inside wall to a support 
comprising: a spherical body having a top surface, a generally flat bottom surface adapted to be 
located in surface engagement with the support, and a continuous annular convex curved side 
wall adapted to be located in tight frictional engagement with the inside wall of the tube, and a 
hole in the body extended between said top and bottom surfaces for accommodating a fastener to 
secure the knob to the support and retain the bottom surface in surface engagement with the 
support. 

41. (New) The ball knob of Claim 40 including: at least one outwardly directed 
annular rib on the convex curved side wall of the body adapted to engage the inside wall of the 
tube. 

42. (New) The ball knob of Claim 40 including: a plurality of laterally spaced and 
outwardly extended annular ribs on the convex curved side wall of the body adapted to engage 
the inside wall of the tube. 
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